
Visit in Spain of Fr Paul Fenech,
President of the International Organism at the Service

of the Parish Cells of Evangelization
from 8 to 19 October 2021

Accompanying Beatriz Perez Raposo to the Carmel on Tuesday 12 October

The occasion for this visit was the entrance of Beatriz Perez Raposo into the 
Monastery of the Discalced Carmelite Nuns (those founded by St Teresa of Avila) 
in Madrid. 
Beatriz met the Lord personally about six years ago while working alongside the 
Spanish Minister of Economy.  After two years she was appointed Consul for Spain 
in Milan.  Talking to her parish priest about this transfer, he encouraged her to 
attend the parish of Sant’ Eustorgio and try to enter to join a cell of evangelisation.  
The flat she found in Milan was less than was less than 500 
metres from the Basilica of Sant’Eustorgio and he soon 

entered a nearby cell led by Fili.  During this journey helped by moments 
of prayer in Sant’Eustorgio and daily adoration after work in the Chapel of 
Perpetual Adoration, she discovered this call for the contemplative life and 
intercession for the new evangelisation following the example of St. Therese 
of Lisieux, Patroness of the Missions.  It is beautiful and encouraging to know 
that we have a cell member who is consecrating her life to support us in our 
mission with her constant prayer. 

Mission organised by Fr Fernando Mañó Bixquert, Promoter for Spanish-
speaking countries and Vicente Estralrich Ferrer, Referent for Spain, and 
Lucia Ciscar Espasa, Secretary.

First phase in Madrid:

*  A Meeting for the priests and laity of the diocese of Madrid

On Saturday 9 October, the Spanish team organised a half-day 
meeting for priests and lay people from the diocese of Madrid to present 
the cells of evangelisation and how they are spreading in Spain. The fruit 
of this meeting was the participation of Tote Barrera who, after 
introducing Alpha Courses in Spain and having been responsible for 
Alpha for twelve years, together with a group of professionals
in different areas of leadership, developed a six-month course for parish 
priests, helping them go through a pastoral conversion, entitled Pastores 

Gregis Christi.
He came to learn more about this method of parish evangelisation after 
hearing Don PiGi and Paoletta at a meeting in Rome for new Church 
Recognised Realities.  Seeing the concrete proposal of the Cell System 
for the transformation of the parish into a missionary one, he is now 
considering proposing this method at the end of the Pastores Gregis 
Christi programme, and proposing the evangelisation cells at the end of 
the Alpha Courses!



participated online.  In fact, in five years, there 
are already 9 parishes in 5 dioceses, among 
them Barcelona, where the experience of the 
cells is growing.  At this meeting, Fr Paul spoke 
about the importance of the evangelisation of 
Oikos and, in response to a question, about 
how the Cell System is not another group, 
association or movement in the Church but a 
new way of being a parish. 
As is our style, the meeting began with a beau-
tiful adoration and Mass animated by Father 
Fernando and the ministry of singing by the 
Cells.

*  Meeting at the Faculty of Theology

On Friday 15th Don Paolo spoke at the
Faculty of Theology Vicente Ferrer with the 
the courtesy and presence of the Dean, Prof. 
Santiago Ponz.  Also present at the meeting 
was Bishop Javier Salinas Viñals, Auxiliary 
Bishop for Evangelisation.
Fr Paul spoke about the difference between 
‘returning’ and ‘resuming’, and between 
‘euphoria’ and ‘enthusiasm’.  He also spoke of 
the new vision for the parish where the 
criterion for all evaluations and discernments 
and decisions will be evangelisation.
The conference was followed by a good time 
of dialogue on the character of the Parish Cell 
System of Evangelisation. 
The conference was followed by a good time 
of dialogue on the character of the Parish Cell 
System of 
Evangelisa-
tion as a new 
way of being 
a parish, 
rather than 
just another 
group in the parish. 

Second phase in Valencia:

*  Meeting the Cardinale of Valencia

On Thursday 
14 October, Fr 
Fernando
requested an
appointment 
with the Cardinal
of Valencia, His 
Excellency Mgr Antonio Calinzales.
The first time we met him was three and a half 
years ago, together with Don PiGi and
Paoletta.
He welcomed us with great joy despite the 
fact that he was in hospital the day before.  He 
confirmed the message that we have recently 
received from other cardinals and He 
confirmed the message we have recently 
received from other cardinals and bishops in 
the face of this transitional period, that our 
mission must go forward. Many times he 
stressed the need for the new evangelisation 
and the specific character of our vision,
the parochial one.  
Finally, at the request of Father Fernando, on 
Monday the 25th he will present the Cell 
System for the first time to his diocesan 
government team; and he will give it a letter of 
reference to the Secretary of the Spanish 
Bishops’ Conference for a possible presentation 
to the Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference.
Spanish Episcopal Conference for possible 
presentation to all the bishops of Spain.  Praise 
and glory to the Lord and we keep these 
appointments in our prayers.

*  Meeting with the Leaders and CoLeaders

On the evening of the same day, the leaders 
and coleaders of the diocese of Valencia 
gathered in the parish of Gata, while the other 

leaders 
and 
colead-
ers of 
the more 
distant 
dioceses 



*  Partecipation at a Forum on the New   
 Evangelization

Another providential occasion was the 
conference on the new evangelisation, entitled 
“Es Possibile. Despierta” (It is Possible. Wake 
up.) on Saturday 16 October.  This conference 
was organised by the Barnabe Community. 
120 people, which including 20 parish priests 
and several parishes, attended this day. Apart 
from the conference by Father Julio Segurado 
Cobos, parish priest of San Pedro Poveda in 
Jaén, there were presentations on a project of 
the Faculty of Theology of Valencia, the Al-
pha Courses and the System of Parish Cells of 
Evangelisation. 

Fr Paul spoke about the 
method of Jesus as the 
evangeliser par excellence, how 
He evangelised as He went 
along, in the relationships He 
met and made, evangelisation 
of relationships.  He also spoke 

of how the Apostles adopted this method of 
evangelisation of relationships, and they did it 
together, in an Oikos.
Not only that, but they grew personally and 
together as disciples-missionaries on two 
levels: in the temple and in the home.  He 
spoke with great confidence that it really is 
possible to have a new vision of a parish, a 
missionary parish, a cellular parish.  It is 
enough to dream 
and waking up.  
Indeed,
this possibility 
certainly wakes 
us up to make 
it happen with 
enthusiasm!

*  Meeting with the Spanish team for the cells

After the 
conference, Fr 
Paul had a
an evening of 
sharing with the 
Spanish team, 
formed by Fr 
Fernando

Vicente and Lucia. This meeting was very 
important, not only to reckon with how the 
Holy Spirit worked with power in Spain during 
these last five years, but also to discern together 
the road to take in order to prepare for a much 
more abundant harvest.  As in the human 
body, where the bones get formed slowly to 
support the complex mass of cells, the 
structure, i.e. the System, must grow to keep all 
the cells together on the same path.
Those who have the vision of growth, as the 
Spanish team has, thank the Lord,  always go 
one step ahead to be prepared to support even-
tual growth.  During the meeting this vision 
of seeing all the parishes in all the dioceses of 
Spain taking this path of transformation was 
discussed, not only, but also all the parishes in 
the Spanish-speaking countries.

*  Meeting with a group of priests from 
 Opus Dei

The last meeting 
was on Monday 
18 October 
with a large 
group of 
thirty priests 
from Opus Dei, 
many of whom 

are parish priests.  Fr Paul’s presentation on the 
history of the experience of the cells of 
evangelisation, on the call for the new 
evangelisation, which was already foreseen in 
the Protestant churches, and then by the 
Vatican Council II up to today, with the 
contribution of the Popes after the Council, 
and this method which corresponds exactly to 
the idea of the Church as a community of 
communities, and 
the need for a 
pastoral conversion 
especially of the 
parish priest was 
received with great 
interest.


